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Curriculum – English
Knowledge and Skills



Knowledge and Skills progression in ENGLISH Year group overview


	Features  

	At key stage 1, the knowledge progression takes full account of the national curriculum’s strands of: Speech and language, reading, writing and spelling, vocabulary, grammar & punctuation
· 

	At key stage 2, the knowledge progression takes full account of the national curriculum’s strands of: Speech and language, reading, writing and spelling, vocabulary, grammar & punctuation

· 

	Skills are dependent on specific knowledge. A skill is the capacity to perform and in order to perform a deep body of knowledge needs to be acquired and retained. 

	The working scientifically part does not conform with the knowledge-rich system as it is checking on pupils’ ability to, amongst other things, carry out research, ask questions and carry out tests. The working scientifically statements should be assessed as an on-going feature of the science lessons, whilst the scientific knowledge should be assessed away from the point of teaching.  



	St Nicholas ENGLISH Experience 

	In addition to the National Curriculum knowledge and skills, at St.Nicholas at Wade Primary School, we want to enrich the curriculum with additional experiences within our locality. These additional experiences will include:
· Making regular use of the school library weekly, including teacher-led activities within this time.
· Regular support and updates from the student cohort - Reading Influencers.
· Visits from authors, poets, illustrators, publishers or book shops
· Taking part in World Book day 
· Taking part in termly Reading Challenges to encourage participation during holiday times. 
· Participation in regular opportunities/competitions in writing narratives and poetry.
· Participation in a reward scheme to encourage participation in reading.
· Online reading log to encourage the home/school relationship and to promote engagement of reading by and within the family. 






	Knowledge and Skills Progression in English – Reception Development Matters Statements

	WRITING

· Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons. (PD)
· Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. (PD)
· Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. (L)
· Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s. (L) 
· Write short sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences using a capital letter and full stop. (L)
· Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense. (L)
· Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. (PD)

READING
· Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. (L)
· Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences. (L)
· Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. (L)
· Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. (L) 
· Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words. (L)
· Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment. (L)

PHONICS
· Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. (L)
· Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences. (L)
· Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. (L)
· Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. (L) 
· Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words. (L)







	Early Learning Goals feeding into National Curriculum - English

	WRITING

· Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases. (PD)
· Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. (L)
· Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. (L)
· Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. (L)

READING
· Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. (L)
· Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. (L)
· Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, nonfiction, rhymes and poems and during role play. (L)
· Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. (EAD)
· Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher. (EAD)
· Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. (CAL)
· Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. (CAL)
· Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. (CAL)
· Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary. (CAL)
· Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. (CAL)
· Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. (CAL)

PHONICS
· Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. (L)
· Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. (L)
· Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. (L)


	Key Vocabulary

	




	National Curriculum Subject Content  

	WRITING - Skills Progression
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Year 1
	
Year 2
	
Year 3
	
Year 4
	
Year 5
	
Year 6

	
	Children learn to: 
•sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly
•begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place
•form capital letters
•form digits 0-9
•understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ and to practise these

	Children learn to: 
•form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another
•start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left un-joined
•write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower-case letters.
•use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.

	Children learn to: 
•use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left un-joined
• increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch].
 

	Children learn to: 
•write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:
•choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters
•choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task
•To be clear about what standard of handwriting is appropriate for a particular task, e.g. quick notes or a final handwritten version.


	Spelling
	Children will learn to:
•know words containing each of the 40+ phonemes taught
•common exception words
•the days of the week
•name the letters of the alphabet in order
•use letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound
•use the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs
•use the prefix un–
•use –ing, –ed, –er  and –est  where no change is needed in the spelling of root words
•apply simple spelling rules and guidance from Year 1 rules and guidance
•write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs and common exception words taught so far.
•spell simple 
compound words (e.g. dustbin, football).
•read words that they have spelt.

	Children will learn to:
•segment spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling many correctly
•learn new ways of spelling phonemes for which 1 or more spellings are already known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a few common homophones
•learn to spell common exception words
•distinguish between homophones and near-homophones
•learn the possessive apostrophe (singular)
•learn to spell more words with contracted forms
•add suffixes to spell longer words, including –ment, –ness,
–ful, –less, –ly
•apply spelling rules and guidelines from Appendix 1
•write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far.

Spelling Shed spellings 
• words with ‘J’ spelt ‘-dge’ and ‘-ge’ at the end; 
•  words with ‘j’ spelt with ‘g’
•  words with ‘r’ spelt ‘wr’
•  words with ‘igh’ spelt ‘y’ at the end of words; 
• adding ‘es’ to nouns and verbs ending in ‘y’
• adding ‘ed’ to words ending in ‘y’
• adding ‘ed’ to single syllable words
• adding ‘ing’ to single syllable words 
•adding ’ed’, ‘er’ and ‘est’ to words ending in ‘e’;
• words with ‘or’ and ‘ar’ make an /er/or/or sound
• words where ‘a’ makes a /o/ sound
• words where ee’ is spelt ‘ey’; 
•  words with ‘o’ spelt with ‘a’ 
•  words ending in ‘tion’; 
• words ending ‘le’ 
• words ending ‘el’ 
• homophones and near homophones; 
•  days of the week, months of the year
	Children will learn to:
•spell further homophones
•spell words that are often misspelt (Appendix 1)
•use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them
•place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals and in words with irregular plurals
•use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary
•write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far.

Spelling Shed spellings
•adding suffixes with vowel letters to words of more than one syllable
•words with ‘i’ sound spelt ‘y’ other than at the end of words.
• words with ‘u’ sound spelt ‘ou’
•words where the diagraph ‘ou’ makes the ‘ow’ sound
•words with the prefixes ‘dis’ ‘mis’ and ‘re’
•words with suffix ‘ly’
•words with suffix ‘ly’ for words ending in ‘ic’ 
•exception words ending ‘ly’
• ‘-sure’ and ‘ture’ endings
•where ‘ing’ ‘er’ ‘en’ and ‘ed’ are added to multisyllabic words
•adding ‘-er’ to words ending in ‘ch’ and ‘tch’
•words ending in ‘er’ ‘al’ ‘le’ and ‘sion’ 
• words with ‘k’ sound spelt ch
• words with ‘s’ sound spelt ‘sc’
• words with ‘ai’ sound spelt ‘ey’
•words ending ‘gue’ and ‘que’
• words with the diagraph ‘ei’ and the tetragraph ‘eigh’
	Children will learn to:
•spell further homophones
•spell words that are often misspelt (Appendix 1)
•use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them
•write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far.
•to spell words that 
use the possessive 
apostrophe with plural 
words, including 
irregular plurals (e.g. 
girls’, boys’, babies’, 
children’s, men’s, 
mice’s).
•to use their spelling 
knowledge to use a dictionary more efficiently

Spelling Shed spellings
•adding suffixes beginning with a vowel to words of more than one syllable
• words with the prefix ‘bi’ ‘in’ ‘il’ ‘im’ and ‘ir’
•words with the prefix ‘sub’ ‘inter’ ‘anti’ ‘auto’ ‘super’
•words with the suffix ‘ation’
•words with the suffix ‘lly’ added to words ending in ‘ic’
•words with the suffix ‘ous’ 
• words with ‘-tion’ endings
• words with ‘-sion’ endings
• words with ‘-cian’ endings
•words containing ‘sol’ and ‘real’ 
• words where ’au’ makes an ‘or’ sound
• words with ‘c’ before ‘I and ‘e’
• words with ‘sh’ sound spelt ch
•words where a suffix is added to words ending ‘y’
•words that are plurals with possessive apostrophes
•Homophones and near homophones

	Children will learn to:
•spell some words with ‘silent’ letters
•continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused
•use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically, as listed in Appendix 1
•use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them
•use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words
•use the first 3 or 4 letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary

Spelling Shed spellings
•words with cious, tious, cial and tial endings
•words with ant, ance, ent, ence endings
•words with able, ably, ible, ibly endings
•words with suffixes beginning with a vowel to words ending -fer
•hyphen with the prefix co-
•hyphen with the prefix re-
•words with ‘i:’ sound spelt ‘ie’
•words with ‘i:’ sound spelt ‘ie’ after ‘c’
•exceptions to the ‘i’ after ‘e’ except after ‘c’ rule
•exceptions to the i: sound spelt ei after c
•words containing the letter string ‘ough’
•words with silent letters: k, w, b, t, h, s
•homophones and near homophones
•to spell many of the Y5 
and Y6 statutory spelling 
words correctly.

	Children will learn to:
•spell some words with ‘silent’ letters
•continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused
•use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them
•spell words that contain hyphens (e.g. co -ordinate, re -enter, co - operate, co -own). 
•to use a knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically.
•to use dictionaries and thesauruses to check the spelling and meaning of words and confidently find synonyms and antonyms

Spelling Shed spellings
•words with cious, tious, cial and tial endings
•words with ful, ant, ance, ancy ent, ence, ency, er, or, ar endings
•words with the prefix ‘over’
•words with ‘f’ spelled ‘ph’
•words with ‘I’ spelled y.
•words with ‘ou’ spelled ‘ow’
•words with able, ably, able after -ge and -ce
•words with ible, ibly endings
•words with able and ible endings
•words with ‘i:’ sound spelt ‘ie’ after ‘c’
•words spelt ‘ei’ though not after ‘c’
•words with silent letters: b, n, g, c
•homophones and near homophones
•to spell many of the Y5 
and Y6 statutory spelling 
words correctly


	Composition
Planning, writing & editing
	Children will learn to:
Plan
•say out loud what they are going to write about

Draft and write
•compose a sentence orally before writing it
•sequence sentences to form short narratives

Evaluate and edit
•re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense
•discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils

	Children will learn to:
Context for writing
Writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional). Writing for different purposes

Plan
•plan or say out loud what they are going to write about. 
•write ideas and/or key words including new vocabulary

Draft and write
•sequence sentences to make short narratives
•to use adjectives to describe

Evaluate and edit
Make additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by:
•evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils
•re-read to check that their writing makes sense and to try to make changes independently
•proof-read to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation (with support)
	Children will learn to:
Plan
•discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar.
•discuss and record their ideas.

Draft and write
•compose and rehearse sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures
•organise paragraphs around a theme
•In narratives, create settings, characters and plot
•In non-narrative material, use simple organisational devices (headings & subheadings)

Evaluate and edit:
•assess the  effectiveness  of  their own and  others’ writing, suggesting improvements
•propose changes  to  grammar  and  vocabulary  to  improve  consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences
•proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors



	As for Year 3
Plan
•compose and rehearse sentences orally (including 
dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures.

Draft and write
•to consistently organise their writing into paragraphs around a theme to add cohesion and to
aid the reader.

Evaluate and edit
•proof-read consistently and 
amend their own and others’ writing, correcting errors in 
grammar, punctuation 
and spelling sometimes 
adding nouns/ 
pronouns for cohesion.
	Children will learn to:
Plan
•identify the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own
•note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
•when writing narratives, consider how authors have developed characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed.

Draft and write
•select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning
•use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs
•précis longer passages
•in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere and integrate dialogue to convey character and advance the action
•use further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader (bullet points, headings, underlining)

Evaluate and edit
•assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing
•propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning
•ensure the  consistent and correct use of  tense  throughout  a piece of writing
•ensure the  correct  subject  and  verb  agreement  when  using singular  and  plural,  distinguishing  between  the  ,language  of speech and writing, and choosing the appropriate register
•proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors
	As for Year 5. 
Plan
•children will continue to develop their initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary.

Draft and write
•use further organisational and 
presentational devices to structure text and to guide the 
reader (e.g. headings, 
bullet-points, underlining).
•use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs.

Evaluate and edit
• habitually proof-read for spelling and punctuation 
errors.
•propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning.
•recognise how words are related by meaning as synonyms and antonyms, and to use this knowledge to make improvements to their writing

	Punctuation and Grammar
	Children will learn to:
•use simple sentence structures.
•use the joining word ‘and’
(conjunction) to link ideas and
sentences.
•begin to form simple 
compound sentences.
•use capital letters for names, places, the days of the week and the personal pronoun ‘I’.
•use finger spaces.
•use full-stops to end sentences.
•begin to use question marks and exclamation marks
•recognise and use the terms letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural, sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark and exclamation mark.

Terminology
letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural, sentence 
punctuation mark, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark.
	Children will learn to:
•use the present tense and the past tense mostly correctly and
consistently.
•form sentences with different forms: statement, question, 
exclamation, command.
•use some features of written Standard English
•use co-ordination (or/and/but).
•use some Subordination (when/if/that/because).
•use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (e.g. the black cat).
•use the full range of punctuation taught at KS1 mostly
correctly including: capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks; commas to separate lists; apostrophes to mark singular possession and 
contractions
•recognise and use the terms noun, noun phrase, statement, 
question, exclamation, command, compound, suffix, 
adjective, adverb, verb, present tense, past tense, apostrophe and comma.

Terminology 
noun, noun phrase, statement, question, exclamation, 
command, compound, suffix, 
adjective, adverb, verb, 
tense (past, present), 
apostrophe, comma.
	Children will learn to :
•try to maintain the correct tense (including the present perfect tense) throughout a 
piece of writing with accurate subject/verb agreement.
•use ‘a’ or ‘an’ correctly throughout a piece of writing.
•use subordinate clauses, extending the range of sentences with more than one
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, and although.
•use a range of conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 
showtime, place and cause
•use the full range of 
punctuation from previous year groups.
•punctuate direct speech accurately, including the use of 
Inverted commas.
•recognise and use the terms preposition, conjunction, word 
family, prefix, clause, subordinate clause, direct speech, consonant, consonant 
letter, vowel, vowel letter 
and inverted commas (or 
speech marks).

Terminology 
preposition, conjunction,
word family, prefix, clause, subordinate clause, direct speech, consonant, consonant 
letter, vowel, vowel letter,
inverted commas (or speech marks).
	Children will learn to:
•use subordinate clauses, extending the range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of 
conjunctions, which are sometimes in varied positions within sentences.
•expand noun phrases with the 
addition of ambitious modifying adjectives and prepositional 
phrases, e.g. the indomitable hero with an unbreakable spirit.
•consistently choose nouns or pronouns appropriately to aid 
cohesion and avoid repetition, e.g. he, she, they, it
•use all of the necessary punctuation in direct speech, 
including a comma after the reporting clause and all end 
punctuation within the 
inverted commas.
•consistently use apostrophes for singular and plural possession.
•recognise and use the terms 
determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun and adverbial.

Terminology 
determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, 
adverbial.

	Children will learn to:
•use a range of adverbs and modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility, e.g. surely, perhaps,
should, might, etc.
•ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout all pieces of writing.
•use a wide range of linking words/phrases between sentences and paragraphs to
build cohesion, including time 
adverbials (e.g. later), place 
adverbials (e.g. nearby) and number (e.g. secondly).
•use relative clauses beginning with a relative pronoun with 
confidence (who, which, where, when, whose, that and omitted relative pronouns), e.g.
Mrs Green, who lives on Church Road, had lost her cat.
•use commas consistently to clarify meaning or to avoid 
ambiguity.
•use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis
•recognise and use the terms modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, 
bracket, dash, cohesion and ambiguity.

Terminology 
modal verb, relative pronoun 
relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash, cohesion, ambiguity.
	Children will learn to: 
•ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout all pieces of writing, including the correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural
•use the subjunctive form in formal writing. 
•use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause.
•use the passive voice. 
•use question tags in informal writing
•use the full range of punctuation taught at KS2 correctly, including consistent and accurate use of semi-colons, dashes, colons, hyphens, and, when necessary, to use such punctuation precisely to enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity
•recognise and use the terms subject, object, active, passive, 
synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon and 
bullet points.

Terminology 
subject, object, active, passive 
synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet-points.
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Matthew 7:24 - “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock”
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